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“Now the Lord is that Spirit: 
and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty.” 

II Corinthians 3:17 
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Superintendent’s Pen 
PENTECOSTAL FIRE! 
By: Rev. Rick Stoops, Superintendent 

Maine District UPCI 

 

When God delivered His people from Egyptian 

slavery He miraculously led the way by going before 

them in a pillar of a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by 

night.  The SHEKINAH cloud was the physical, very 

visible, outward manifestation of the presence of God.  It 

was unique.  One of a kind.  There was nothing like it in all the world. 

This Glory Cloud led and guided God’s people 24 hours a day, 7 days a 

week. The significance of the Cloud cannot be overstated.  It dominated the 

skyline for miles around.   

It was filled with God’s presence.  The darker the night the brighter it’s fire 

shined.  For generations there were children who never knew what it was like 

to go to bed without this Holy night light. 

This Holy Fiery Cloud was the compass of the nation. Wherever the 

cloud went the people of God went.  It would have been easier to cause a 

rooster not to crow, or cause a bird not to fly, as to convince the people of God 

to walk away from the Glory Cloud.  The LORD went before them by day in a 

pillar of a cloud to lead their way and by night He protected and watched over 

them in a pillar of fire. 

In Numbers 9:15-20, we read, “And ON THE DAY that THE 

TABERNACLE WAS REARED UP the cloud covered the tabernacle, 

namely, the tent of the testimony: and at even there was upon the tabernacle 

as it were the appearance of fire, until the morning. So it was ALWAY: the 

cloud covered it by day, and THE APPEARANCE OF FIRE by night. And 

when the cloud was taken up from the tabernacle, then after that the children of 

Israel journeyed: and IN THE PLACE WHERE THE CLOUD ABODE, 

there the children of Israel pitched their tents. At the commandment of the 

Lord the children of Israel journeyed, and at the commandment of the Lord 

they pitched: as long as the cloud abode upon the tabernacle they rested in 

their tents. And when the cloud tarried long upon the tabernacle many 

days, then the children of Israel kept the charge of the Lord, and journeyed 

not.” 

It is not within the power of man to map his life and plan his course 

without God.  God gave us a lot of say in what we will do, where we will go, 

who we will become, and how successful we will be because He graciously 

gave us the power of free choice.  But nobody, no matter how gifted, no matter 

how intelligent, is in sole charge of their own destiny.  No human of Adam’s 

race has complete control over their life.  If you have not already, you will face 

situations beyond your reserves.  But in those times if you will but remember 

to call upon the Lord, no situation is ever beyond God’s resources. Man’s 

limited potential underscores God’s limitless power!  We need God to direct 

our steps and guide our path.  We need God to go before us and prepare the 

way for us.  We need the One whom the Bible says has “The Key of David, he 

that openeth and no man shutteth; and shutteth and no man openeth.” 

(Revelations 3:7) 

Continued on page 10.                                               
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SHIFT 
By: Rev. Eric Mailman 

 

I was thinking recently of when I was 

learning how to drive. My parents’ car was an old 

station wagon, and I spent a great deal of time 

learning how to drive that! This car had a 

characteristic that made it even more difficult; it had 

a manual transmission.  
I remember that 

when driving up a steep hill 

in this little green station 

wagon, as the hill would get 

steeper the car would get 

slower and slower. It would 

get to the point to where the 

car would jump, bounce, 

jerk, and even stall if I would 

forget or fail to do one thing, 

shift. If you would downshift 

the transmission, the car would immediately increase 

speed and have no difficulty with the hill. 

We live in a world that is full of ups, downs, 

and so many different hills. There are times that 

circumstances will put us in difficult places. When 

we were climbing these hills and things started to 

slow down; sometimes it seems almost to a crawl. 

Life will begin to have bumps and if we are not 

careful, we will stall out on our walk with God. It 

results in holding up the work that God had for us to 

do, and creating excuse not continue in a forward 

direction. 

What we need to do is a shift! We need a 

shift in vision, purpose, and direction. 

Vision The scripture tells that that without a 

vision, the people will perish. (Prov. 29:18) We need 

to have a clear vision and focus. Our focus cannot be 

on ourselves, and on how we feel. We have to stay 

focused on the vision. This could be the vision of 

your pastor for your church. Maybe it is the ministry 

that God has for you, or a promise that God has 

given you for your community or school. So many 

times, we end up focusing on the short term and 

temporary feelings. These feelings of discomfort 

cause us to slow down, and sometimes even stop 

entirely! These distractions are often the attack of 

the enemy to take our eyes off what really matters 

and that is the vision that is set before us. 

Purpose So many students, young adults, 

and even adults are looking for purpose in life. They 

try to find a purpose in so many different ways. 

They look to find purpose in their careers, in sports 

activities, in their families, education, and so many 

different areas. Yet they still are searching for a 

purpose! 

We have a purpose in the church! Our 

purpose mirrors the purpose of Jesus. Jesus came to 

seek and to save that which is lost, that is still the 

purpose of the church. Jesus, instructed the disciples 

to go into the entire world 

and to preach the gospel 

to every creature. That 

commission is still the 

purpose and the driving 

force of the church. We 

have to shift our 

perceptions of what the 

church is all about. 

The purpose of the 

church is not to entertain 

the saints, but to reach the 

lost. We have come to a place in the modern church, 

where we are more concerned with comfort, 

entertainment, and how we feel. We have lost focus 

on what really matters, and that is reaching the lost, 

no matter the cost. We need to change our vision to 

match our purpose. 

Direction Our vision and purpose will 

ultimately determine our direction. When we focus 

on the vision and it becomes our purpose, the things 

that once seemed so important will no longer have 

appeal. It will cause a change in our paths. It brings 

purpose and direction to our prayers, our actions, 

and creates a sense of duty and buy in. It no longer is 

a church that we attend, or a youth meeting that we 

just go to. It becomes my church, and that every 

event is an opportunity to see another soul saved and 

added to the kingdom. 

We need to reevaluate our vision, purpose and the 

direction that we are traveling. There is a vision and 

a purpose for all of us! God has a plan and a purpose 

for your life! We need to shift gears, and make sure 

that we keep our eyes of the vision! I hope and pray 

that we will be able to stand before Jesus someday, 

and declare as Paul did to Agrippa! That we were 

“not disobedient to the heavenly vision.” (Acts 

26:19) So take a moment today, reevaluate where 

you are, and let us shift to the purpose that God has 

for us! 
 

Rev. Eric Mailman is assistant pastor at Crossroads Apostolic Church 

where he and his wife, Emily, and two boys attend church. He is the 

former Maine District Youth Secretary. 
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SUMMER SA FETY 
It’s finally here…the end of the school year! The 

summer provides many opportunities to go outside 

and be active in the sunshine. Be sure keep in mind 

some simple safety guidelines to ensure you get to 

enjoy local parks and recreation and not the 

emergency room! 

 Wear sunscreen always. Experts at the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention highly 

recommend wearing sunscreen of SPF 15 or 

high and that is water resistant. 

 Wear protective light-weight clothing and seek 

shade when being outside for prolonged time 

periods. If your shadow is shorter than you, 

seek shade.  

 Swim safely. Be vigilant in watching children 

swim, know if there is a lifeguard on duty, be 

sure you take regular breaks to avoid getting 

exhausted.  

 If you play with fireworks, play safely! Ensure 

adult supervision, do not use fireworks other 

than as intended, and be sure to have fire 

extinguishers nearby in the event of an 

emergency.  

 If you go on vacation, be sure to ask someone to 

watch your home, do not post your travels on 

social media until you return, and inform your 

postal carrier and newspaper delivery service (if 

you still have one) to hold deliveries until you 

return. 

Have a safe and fun summer! 
 

MAINE YOUTH DIVISION 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

July 15-19 

Youth Camp! 
 

July 26-30 

National Senior Bible Quizzing Tournament 
 

July 30 – August 2 

North American Youth Congress 

St. Louis, Missouri 
 

August 23 

Back-to-School Rally 
 

August 25 

Sheaves for Christ Offering Call-In Date 
 

October 25 

Sectional Youth Rallies 

 

THE SPIDER AND THE FLY 
Christian Version by Edith Rutledge Stoops 

April 26, 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Come into my parlor 

Said the spider to the fly 

I’ll wrap my arms around you 

And love you ‘til you die. 
 

The fly was cold and hungry 

And flew into his web. 

The spider started weaving 

Until the fly was dead. 
 

The Devil is like the spider 

He weaves his web of sin. 

But Jesus died upon the cross 

To keep us safe from him. 
 

Repent and be baptized in Jesus’ name today! 

Be filled with the Holy Ghost 

That’s the Bible way 

To enter the gate to Heaven 

And Jesus’ face behold 

Take His hand and walk with Him 

Upon the streets of gold. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Missionary Schedule 
 

July 16-21 
Les Clevanger | Japan 

 

August 13-18 
Bobby Lewis | Germany 

 

September 10-15 
Luke Havens | Latvia 

 

November 19-24 
Dan Barkley | Chile 

If you want information on hosting a 
missionary in your church, please reach out! 

 

Rev. Todd Little 
P. (207) 754-3582 

E. teachrtodd@aol.com  

https://winnetkaheights.org/event-calendar/?cat=17
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiQkP2K5PriAhXHuZ4KHcQzDdUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kippbayarea.org%2Fschools%2Fredwood-city%2Fsummer-sun%2F&psig=AOvVaw1qFnlOCCDZWMoXPcHfcs19&ust=1561213608637719
mailto:teachrtodd@aol.com
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Package Options 
 

 Session One (10/11)      $30.00 
 Session Two/Dinner (10/11)     $80.00 
 Session Three/Breakfast (10/12)    $80.00 
 Session Four (10/12)      $30.00 
 Full Registration (all sessions/meals)    $160.00 

Includes Friday sessions and dinner, Saturday breakfast  
and sessions. Does NOT include accommodations.  

        
 

Questions? 

Heidi Sage |  (207) 446-6839  
Amy Stoops |  (207) 951-8680 

 

To register online, visit 
https://marriageenrichment2019.eventbrite.com 
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PENTECOSTAL FIRE! continued… 

 

The Glory Cloud was there on the day the 

original Tabernacle of Moses was raised up.  The 

Bible declares, “On the day that the tabernacle was 

reared up the cloud covered the tabernacle.” 

Later when we read about the original 

Temple that God had King Solomon build, the Bible 

says in 1 Kings 8:10-11, 

“And it came to pass, 

when the priests were 

come out of the holy 

place, that the cloud 

filled the house of the 

Lord, So that the priests 

could not stand to 

minister because of the 

cloud: for the glory of 

the Lord had filled the 

house of the Lord.” 

As the priests 

were returning to the 

outer court from the Holy 

Place, that wonderful, one of a kind, powerful, pure, 

fiery flame, filled the Temple of Solomon. The 

priests were so moved, so influenced, so affected by 

the Holy Fiery Cloud that the Bible says they “could 

not stand”.  They absolutely could not stay in an 

upright position.  They had to sit down because of 

the cloud. When the Babylonians destroyed 

Solomon’s Temple, the Shekinah glory vanished. 

There was no Shekinah in the temple rebuilt later 

under Zerubbabel and renovated by Herod. 
 

The Fiery Cloud stayed with the original.  You 

never read about the fiery cloud being in 

Zerubbabel’s Temple.  You never read about the 

fiery cloud being in Herod’s Temple. Yes, there 

were some good things that continued to happen.  

I’m sure that there were those who felt the presence 

of God while worshipping in Zerubbabel’s and 

Herod’s Temple.  But never again do you read about 

the Fiery Cloud of God’s Glory so filling the House 

that the priests had to sit down because they were so 

under the influence of the “Pillar of Fiery Cloud” 

that they could not stay on their feet.  That only 

happened with the original.  Matter of fact, you 

never read about the holy fiery cloud ever appearing 

again in the temple…until you get to the New 

Testament.  The second chapter of the Book of Acts 

chronicles the dedication of God’s New Testament 

Temple, the Church, The “ekklesia”, the “called out 

ones.” 

In Acts 2, the Bible reads, “And when the day 

of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one 

accord in one place. And suddenly there came a 

sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and 

it filled all the house where they were sitting.” 

Though many Jewish prayers can be recited 

while seated, standing 

is perhaps the most 

essential physical 

position of Jewish 

prayer.  Matter of fact, 

many rabbis still teach 

the Jews to stand 

during their daily 

prayers.  But suddenly 

there came a sound 

from Heaven as of a 

rushing mighty wind 

and it filled all the 

house... 

At the 

dedication of Original 

Temple in the days of King Solomon...the cloud 

filled the house of the Lord, So that the priests 

could not stand to minister because of the cloud: 

for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of 

the Lord. At the dedication of the New Testament 

Temple there came a sound from heaven as of a 

rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house 

where they were sitting. 

Acts 2 continues, “And there appeared unto 

them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon 

each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy 

Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the 

Spirit gave them utterance.” 

The fire of God, the SHEKINAH, appeared 

over the original New Testament Temple of God. 

Over each New Testament, born again, Jesus name 

baptized, Holy Ghost filled believer!  The fire of 

God stays with the original!  If you want to live 

under the Cloud, have Holy Ghost fire, you must 

stay with the original.  The authentic Holy Ghost 

power stays with the original! 

Jeroboam was king of Israel.  He was of the 

tribe of Ephraim, of the covenant people of God.  He 

decided that he would worship God with some 

modifications and amendments.  He said, let’s not go 

up to Jerusalem or Shiloh.  It’s too far to travel and  

Concludes on next page.  
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PENTECOSTAL FIRE! concluded… 

 

very inconvenient. Let’s worship in Dan and in 

Bethel. He made special priestly garments that 

were—different from the original. 

He established a new, progressive, 

priesthood that was modified and different from the 

original.  He made priests of anyone he desired, no 

matter what God had said. Golden calves, beautiful 

in craftsmanship, replaced the original Ark of the 

Covenant. Jeroboam created images of the created 

and they praised and worshipped the creature more 

than the creator who is blessed forever. Amen.  

Everything was modernized and brought into 

harmony with the current culture. They still went to 

church. They still had priests. They had the nicest of 

facilities. Matter of fact, they had to build two 

facilities to accommodate the huge adoring crowds. 

Years went by. Nobody talked about the Fire 

of God any more. It had been gone so long that the 

younger generation had never experienced this holy 

fire and had no personal knowledge of it. Twenty 

four years passed and tragedy struck. Jeroboam’s 

son, Abijah, came down with a catastrophic illness. 

They went to the priests of the Golden Calves with 

desperate cries for help. Their son was dying. King 

Jeroboam and his wife were distraught.  But there 

was no help in Dan. No help in Bethel. They had 

money to burn but couldn’t buy their son’s health. 

They were the power couple of high society, but still 

no help in Bethel or Dan.  

In pure desperation King Jeroboam 

whispered to his wife: “Arise, I pray thee, and 

disguise thyself, that thou be not known to be the 

wife of Jeroboam; GET THEE TO SHILOH:  

BEHOLD, THERE IS AHIJAH THE PROPHET, 

WHICH TOLD ME THAT I SHOULD BE KING 

OVER THIS PEOPLE.” Too late Jeroboam realized 

he had to get back to the original. Too late he 

realized where help could be found.  Too late, he 

realized his modern prophets of the golden calves 

were interesting speakers and all, but he needed an 

old time prophet of Jehovah with the fire of God. 

In I Kings 14:4-6, we read, “And Jeroboam’s 

wife did so, and arose, and went to Shiloh, and came 

to the house of Ahijah. But Ahijah could not see; for 

his eyes were set by reason of his age. And the Lord 

said unto Ahijah, Behold, the wife of Jeroboam 

cometh to ask a thing of thee for her son; for he is 

sick: thus and thus shalt thou say unto her: for it 

shall be, when she cometh in, that she shall feign 

herself to be another woman. And it was so, when 

Ahijah heard the sound of her feet as she came in at 

the door, that he said, Come in, thou wife of 

Jeroboam; why feignest thou thyself to be another? 

for I am sent to thee with heavy tidings.” Later in 

that chapter, verse 12 says, “Arise thou therefore, get 

thee to thine own house: and when thy feet enter into 

the city, the child shall die.” Sadly Jeroboam had 

to learn the hard way that there is no substitute 

for the original.  The power stays with the 

original! 

Beware of those who advocate a modified 

way of living for God. “Having a form of 

godliness, but denying the power thereof: from 

such turn away.” 

There is nothing that compares this original, 

Biblical, Pentecostal, Holy Ghost and Fire 

experience.  Three times, once in the beginning, 

once in the middle, and once at the end, the Bible 

warns against modifying God’s Word: 

Deuteronomy 4:2 says, “Ye shall not add unto the 

word which I command you, neither shall ye 

diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the 

commandments of the Lord your God which I 

command you.” 

Proverbs 30:5-6 says, “Every word of God is pure: 

he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him. 

Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, 

and thou be found a liar.” 

Revelations 22:18-19 reads, “For I testify unto every 

man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this 

book, If any man shall add unto these things, God 

shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this 

book: And if any man shall take away from the 

words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take 

away his part out of the book of life, and out of the 

holy city, and from the things which are written in 

this book.” 

Let’s hold on to the PENTECOSTAL FIRE! 

 

 

 



Page | 12  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

June 2019 
24-28  Maine District Family Camp       Old Town 

26  Maine District Board Meeting 

27  Ministers and Spouses Banquet (after evening service) 

 

July 2019 
1  Ladies of Prayer International 

8-12  Crusader’s Camp (Ages 8 – 12)      Old Town 

15-19  Youth Camp (Ages 12-18)       Old Town 

20-25  Junior Bible Quizzing National Competition     Bridgton, MO 

26-30  Senior Bible Quizzing National Competition     St. Charles, MO 

26-27  Men’s Ministry Motorcycle Ride 

31-August 2 North American Youth Congress      St. Louis, MO 

 

August 2019 
5  Ladies of Prayer International  

8-9  Maine District Men’s Conference      Hampden 

23  Back to School Rally        Hampden 

24  Articles due for Maine Focus 

25  Sheaves for Christ Offering Call-in Date 

 

 

 

Visit us online at www.maineupc.com! 

Calendar of Events                 Maine Focus 

All correspondence, article submissions and input should be sent to 

 

THE MAINE FOCUS 
Diana Hartley, Content & Design Editor 

179 Tardiff Road 

Clinton, Maine 04927 

dianahartley04@gmail.com 
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